










News of the World 

Aboard the research vessel Prettyboy no 
one seems particularly worried. There are abundant 
sandwiches and coffee, several decks of cards and 
a Chinese knock-off video game console. There are 
also abundant hypotheses; many hypotheses have 
been tossed about since last Tuesday and there will 
certainly be many more to come. There were already 
twelve at breakfast and two while the crew was busy 
playing bocce ball.
 ñWeôre not ruling out a vortex of some 
sort,ò stated perky, young graduate student Lucy 
Wormwood, ñor even a Tectonic Incident.ò Ham and 
cheese wielding Associate Professor of Geography 
Daniel Gearbox was quick to add ñThose hypotheses 
are only about physical phenomena. Itôs possible that 
the Red Chinese, or even the Japanese or Mexicans 
have some sort of super-weapon at their disposal. 
Someoneéò 

ñor some thingò interrupted Lucy, who then 
deýantly added two packets of artiýcial sweetener to 
her coffee. ñSome thingò she repeated, carefully putting 
extra emphasis on the óthingô element. Then she made 
a sort of spooky expression before sipping her java.
 Nuclear psychic Joanna Stephens tosses the 
cut-off crusts from her newly-minted PB & J while 
saying that it ñcould be an interaction of the weak 
extrasensory force with a supercorporeal attenuated 

anomaly. This happened before a couple of times.ò But 
no one pays Joanna any mind.
 ñThere are a lot of hypotheses out there now, 
and a lot of speculationò added Jam Jacobson, a hat-
wearing cartographer who had tagged along. Alone of 
the scientiýc crew, he sips a bloody mary beverage and 
eats gold ýsh. Itôs always afternoon for Jam.
 ñNot to mention speculations and guesses,ò 
pointed out Daniel. Before Daniel can cast his ýshing 
line out again, the crew is startled by a sea gull winging 
its way south with a pair of underpants in its mouth.
 ñI, for one, would not rule out conjecture at 
this stageò added Lucy as she pointed her ýngers at Jam 
and Daniel as if to suggest that she knew something 
they did not. 
 Either way, it seems there are no easy 
answers to this puzzling enigma. As our ship slid 
through the waters that now stood on the former site 
of Inchon, I could not help but try and come up with 
a few conjectures of my own.  Despite all the research 
and investigation, not one real clue has been found to 
shed one lumen of light on this mystery. Perhaps it will 
takes years before we ýnd out why or how the entire 
Korean peninsula disappeared without a trace. Plate 
tectonics anomalies, super-weapons, or even some 
thing notwithstanding, one thing we do know is that 
the world will miss Korea and its 60 million people. 



 

 

Tectonic Incident 
This is the term that less-than-eminent geologists use to describe a situation where a giant rift suddenly 
occurs and swallows up a region, like Korea, then closes. While it could explain the disappearance of Korea, 
the worldôs seismographs should have recorded something abnormal, which they did not last Tuesday. 

Super-Weapon
Possibly China or Japan used a kind of maser to obliterate Korea without a trace. Itôs unlikely that 
Sinonipponesia would attempt to destroy a subject state. Even more unlikely is the idea that the Bad Guys 
may have destroyed Korea, especially since all the BG particle weapons were captured in the Battle of 
Katmandu. 

Trans-Dimensional Rift
For years sciý authors have described a phenomena whereby a hole in space-time may lead to another 
dimension. Perhaps a vortex opened up and Korea was taken to a different plane of existence. It should be 
noted, however, that the Many-Worlds Hypothesis is stupid. 

Inviso-Shield
The toothpaste Schnitzeldent has recently gained 100% market penetration in Korea. Famous for creating 
an invisible shield to protect the teeth, Schnitzeldent use may have caused all light to refract around Korea, 
rendering the entire peninsula invisible. Perhaps if something bad happens, all the Koreans will cease 
smiling, rendering Schnitzeldentôs ñinvisible shieldò powerless. 

Aliens
Were aliens involved? No one knows, or perhaps the government is covering it up. Author R. Don Rutherd 
has speculated that Koreans descend from an alien race that colonized Earth in the 1720s. Perhaps the aliens 
returned to take their children back home. Of course, Mr. Rutherdôs theory seems to ignore the fact that 
Korea existed before the year 1723 and that Koreans are genetically identical to all other humans.

Vacation
The likeliest explanation so far is that the Koreans and their Peninsula have merely gone on holiday and 
should return shortly. 

Did You Try Looking?
It is possible, however unlikely, that Korea has simply been misplaced. Some recommend actually looking, 
via expeditions or even satellite reconnaissance. Itôs a long shot, but it just might work. 



The March of Progress

With the introduction of FilaxalÈ, 
pharmaceutical giant NuLife hopes to 
cure boredom once and for all. Studies 
have shown that an estimated 98% of 
Americans suffer from Intermittent 
Deýcient Excitement Syndrome (IDES). 
It is estimated that IDES greatly lowers 
quality of life and can be induced by 
such activities as work, school or Sunday 
afternoons. During IDES attacks people 
simply lose interest in life and their 
surroundings. Traditional, old-fashioned 
homeopathic treatments like board or 
video games, puzzles, television, eating, 
reading, sodomy or television can have 
little to no positive effect on IDES patientsô 
overall wellness outcomes. 

FilaxalÈ is able to utilize the unique 
chemical molecule tetrahydrocannabinol 
(C21H30O2 ) to ñtrickò the brainôs chemical 
receptors, allowing a sense of therapeutic 
entertainment to be experineced during  
even the most horridly mundane of 
activities. Cleaning out the garage or even 
visiting the grandparents can be made 
enjoyable with a single dose of FilaxalÈ.  
The NuLife Company spokesperson 
Albert stated in a faxed communiqu® that 
ñéFilaxalÈ is entertainment, FilaxalÈ is 
fun, FilaxalÈ will cure boredom forever.ò 
Hopefully that will be the case. With the 
drug trials completed, FilaxalÈ is due to 
hit the U.S. consumer market just in time 
for summer break.  





An Axes & Alleys 
Menagerie of Mini-Biographies

Louis Tolwind Meyerson (1898 ï 1967)  - Louie 
Legs to his friends, Meyerson was only the 
second man to become a naturalized citizen of 
Canolia and the ýrst man to weatherproof the 
interior of a home. This was a necessity as a 
result of Louie Legsô inveterate pursuit of indoor 
cloud-seeding experiments. Also as a result he 
created his only useful contribution to society: 
100% ýre prooýng, which protected his house 
from numerous lightning strikes.

Josh Rhodes (1982 - ) ï Rhodes is the son of 
Joe Rhodes, Jr. and Melanie Rhodes of Peoria, 
Illinois. He currently lives in a home owned by 
his parents only two blocks from the house of his 
childhood. He received his G.E.D. in 2004 and 
hopes to be attending a community college by the 
end of next year. Skateboarding is his would-be 
hobby. He is the last descendant of Adam, having 
been made sterile at some point in his mid-teens. 
One day he hopes to be highly-paid.

Q. Eric Johnson (1948 ï 2006) ï Tall and ruddy, 
with dark sandy hair and all limbs intact, Q. Eric started 
his life as a middle class child growing up in suburban 
Mitchell, Elizabethia. Upon graduation from Muni-Tech 
College in 1968, he took on what would be the ýrst of 
many managerial positions with Bangers ónô Mash, the 
multinational English-themed fast food chain. A lifelong 
bachelor, Q. Eric died in his sleep on January 12, 2006.

Anna Peterson (1843) ï Anna enjoyed breastfeeding and 
drooling, yet only occasionally laughed. Her most favored 
possession was a blue quilted blanket stitched together by 
her grandmother. She never learned to walk.

Maximus Felix Quintus Lotho (67 ï 20 BC) 
ï Quintus became famous for running around the entire 
circumference of Rome, as well as several cities in Gaul, 
Armenia and Pontus. He was granted the right to wear 
shoes within them temple of Jupiter and to ogle the 
ankles of the Vestal Virgins. His honor was taken away 
from him later in life, when he continued his practice of 
running; this time away from a force of outnumbering 
Parthians. His last words were reportedly ñdoes anyone 
else smell eggs?ò

Chin Pei-Lo (705 ï 763) ï Pei-Lo was the only comedian 
to arise between the consolidation of the 

Chinese empire and 1740. He brought such innovations 
to the culture as humor, the punch line, the knock knock 
joke and possibly invented a bit similar to the traditional 
Western chicken crossing a road joke. He was fond of 
costuming and wore overlarge sandals and painted his 
nose purple, which may have been a forerunner to the 
Medieval court jester and the modern clown. His attempt 
at creating the equivalent of the modern, roast-style 
drubbing of a celebrity ended in his death at the hands 
of Guo Ziyi. 

Andrew Brendon (1965 - ) ï Amateur playwright and 
professional dentist. Brendon has drilled over 67,000 
teeth, ýlled 4,459,302 cavities, and performed over six 
cleanings. Several of his tropies appear in the Dentist Hall 
of Fame in Deluth.

Kalivny Artatoff, Grand Duke of Mostravnica (1657 
ï 1710) ï Artatoff was the ýrst and only Grand Duke of 
Motravnica. His peerage was created by circumstance 
when the area around him was left depopulated by war. 
As the only person within 5000 square miles, Artatoff 
took upon himself the title of Grand Duke. His position 
was solidiýed when a passing Count, hungry, tired and 
exasperated by Artatoffôs protestations of nobility, ýnally 
acknowledged him as Grand Duke in order to procure a 
small block of cheese and some hard bread. 


